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mostly of wood, which lay in rows one on top of another, had
rotted and broken open. The corpses had decayed, bones and
skulls were piled together, and the name plates, where they still
existed, had rusted and fallen off the coffins. In the vault was a chaos
of mould, decomposition, and remnants of corpses and coffins,1
and efforts were made to discover Schiller's bones from among the
rest. Sixty-four persons had been buried there, but it was only
possible to secure twenty-three skulls and, with Goethe's help,
one was singled out as being that of Schiller on account of its
length and size, but no certainty was possible in the matter.
At the request of Duke Karl August this skull was set up in the
Grand Ducal Library, and the bones were also placed there in a
casket under Danecker's bust of Schiller.

This was the position at the time of the King's visit. Duke
Karl August accompanied him on a second visit to Goethe on
2Qth August. The poet took them to the Grand Ducal Library and
led them up to Schiller's skull and the casket with his bones, of
which Goethe alone possessed the key. King Ludwig experienced a
peculiar and deep emotion and could not hide his distaste. His
religious feelings were offended at seeing the skull of this great
man on exhibition as a show-piece in a museum. Goethe noticed
this and said: 'Yes, Your Majesty, it is open to criticism, although
the skull is certainly better preserved here than in the damp
vault of the Church of St. Jacob where it was before/

When Ludwig and the Grand Duke were alone on their way
home the King earnestly begged his friend to give Christian burial
and a grave worthy of the poet, to Schiller's remains. The
Grand Duke could not but admit the force of the King's argument,
and some time later decided to write to Goethe2: 'There are so
many criticisms, most of them adverse, of the manner in which
Schiller's remains (his head and skeleton) are kept in this Library
that I consider it advisable to have them interred, in the casket
as they are and with the head, in our family vault which I have
had built in the cemetery here.' This was accordingly done.

The King's visit made a great impression upon Goethe. He
was delighted, and wrote a description of it which he circulated
with great pride amongst certain of his friends and acquaintances.
'It was an inestimable pleasure to me to see the King/ he wrote,
'for only now can I understand and form any idea of this remark-
able, versatile individual on the Throne. To have lived in these

1 Hecker, p. 108.                     2 Hecker, p. 211.